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Help us Preserve and Protect the Legacy of Hojyozu

From thel700s to the early 1900s, Kitamae-bune merchant ships sailed up and down the Japan Sea coast trading domestic goods,

stimulating the nation’s economy and cultures. Their legacy endures today, as black-tiled, wood-paneled warehouses and merchant residences.

One former port of call, the Hojyozu harbor nestled in Toyama Bay, was established in the 14" century, its splendid beaches hailed in a waka poem
as early as the 8" century. Hojyozu derives its name from the Hojyoe (Releasing Life) festival celebrated at the local Shinto shrine,

where locals express their gratitude to all the living creatures that sustain them by returning part of their catch to the ponds, fields and seas.

The Kitamae-bune merchant Miyabayashi family has been blessed with the good fortune to continuously inhabit the Hojyozu residential compound
they built 180 years ago. Their descendants still live there, hosting local festivals and events without the support of the public funding Designated Cultural
Properties receive. But the earthquake that devastated the Noto Peninsula region on January 1%, 2024, has imperiled the family’s business along with

their ability to preserve the history and culture it has sustained for centuries.

Their ancestral grounds epitomize the region’s former glory, from its centuries-old stone masonry and arranged boulders to the mansion,

gardens and waterways, along with histories of the area’s sea trade and fishing industry. Hojyozu boasts distinct food cultures and local traditions

steeped in the bounty of the nearby sea, along with the legacy and pride of the Kaga clan that once ruled the Noto region. The family hopes to

preserve these histories and Hojyozu’s landscape, to pass it on to the future. But recent events mean they can no longer protect that heritage on their own.

Please sign the petition to support their efforts as they search for a way to preserve and protect this irreplaceable legacy. Hikokuro Miyabayashi

Hoivozu (Imizu. Tovama Prefecture todav) The Hachiman Shrine

The Mivabavashi Residence


https://www.ishikawatravel.jp/en/stories/kitamaebune-transporting-the-essence-of-japan/#:~:text=Kitamaebune%20were%20merchant%20ships%20that,at%20ports%20along%20the%20way.
https://chng.it/vT6f5vB5Dh
https://kitamae-wataya.com/

